and think that I want to ruin her match. I simply don't
know what to make of such a thing. I trust your judgement
What would you do ?'
' I gather he has had a mistress/ said Tibby.
Helen flushed with shame and anger. 'And ruined two
people's lives. And goes about saying that personal actions
count for nothing, and there always will be rich and poor.
He met her when he was trying to get rich out in Cyprus -
I don't wish to make him worse than he is, and no doubt
she was ready enough to meet him. But there it is. They
met. He goes his way and she goes hers. What do you
suppose is the end of such women ?'
He conceded that it was a bad business.
'They end in two ways: either they sink till the lunatic
asylums and the workhouses are full of them, and cause Mr
Wilcox to write letters to the papers complaining of our
national degeneracy, or else they entrap a boy into marriage
before it is too late. She -1 can't blame her.'
'But this isn't all/ she continued after a long pause, during
which the landlady served them with coffee. * I come now to
the business that took us to Oniton. We went all three.
Acting on Mr Wilcox's advice, the man throws up a secure
situation and takes an insecure one, from which he is
dismissed. There are certain excuses, but in the main Mr
Wilcox is to blame, as Meg herself admitted. It is only
common justice that he should employ the man himself.
But he meets the woman, and, like the cur that he is, he
refuses, and tries to get rid of them. He makes Meg write*
Two notes came from her late that evening - one for me,
one for Leonard, dismissing him with barely a reason. I
couldn't understand. Then it comes out that Mrs Bast had
spoken to Mr Wilcox on the lawn while we left her to get
rooms, and was still speaking about him when Leonard
came back to her. This Leonard knew all along. He thought
it natural he should be ruined twice. Natural! Could you
have contained yourself? *
* It is certainly a very bad business/ said Tibby.
His reply seemed to calm his sister. CI was afraid that I
saw it out of proportidn. But you are right outside it, and
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